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• To enhance the care of children and adolescents worldwide
• To use the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child to promote and advocate 

for the health, wellbeing/welfare and development of children
• To encourage communication between paediatric nurses to help further the 

care of all children

• https://pnae.eu

Paediatric Nursing Associations of Europe (PNAE) - Goals



• First survey 2003
• Repeted surveys 2012, 2019
• Questionair sended to PNAE 

members
• Position statement in 2003
• Paediatric nursing competencies

Introduction



<a href="https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/set-doctors-nurses-
illustration_1148683.htm#query=nurse%20clipart&position=11&from_view=keyword&track=ais">Image by brgfx</a> on 
Freepik
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20 countries
Belgium, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, 
Turkey, United Kingdom

Method



Does your country have a national register of Paediatric Nurses? (can you
register as a paediatric nurse in your country?) n=20

• Belgium: Postgraduate course in paediatric and neonatal care
• Iceland: Masters education children’s nursing 
• Ireland: Higher Diploma in Nursing Studies (Children’s 

Nursing)
• Italy: Bachelor diploma for Paediatric Nursing
• Luxembourg: Bachelor sciences infirmières en pédiatrie
• Netherlands: Postgraduate course paediatric nurse
• Portugal: Master’s degree in child and Paediatric health and 2 

years working 
• Sweden: 1 year education on advanced level, master degree
• Turkey: Master eduation Child Health Nursing
• United Kingdom: Bachelor of Nursing for the Child Field

Yes; 10; 50%

No; 10; 50%



• Belgium: working in the field – update practice 60 hours per 4 year 
• Ierland: No compulsory continuing professional development but 

probably in future and similar to UK
• Luxembourg: Legitimate for 2 years – 40 hours of compulsory Lifelong 

Learning.
• Netherlands: Training – working – amount of training hours 

If so, are there any conditions attached to the permanent 
registration? (e.g. number of hours of compulsory further training 
per year or you have to work on a paediatric ward, …)? n=10W



FRANCE
There is a national register via the National Council of Nurses, where we can 

mention our specialty diploma when registering. 
However, we cannot consider this to be a register for Paediatric nurses.

Until recently, the information was not communicated to the national agency 
responsible for continuing professional development (a specific continuing 

training scheme for healthcare professionals). This seems to have changed for 
the start of the 2023 academic year, following our warnings.



• Czech Republic
• Italy
• Ireland
• United Kingdom

• Germany yes and no

In your country can you become a Paediatric nurse WITHOUT 
training as a general care nurse (direct entry)? n=20

Yes; 4; 20%

No; 16; 80%
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diploma200083036Paediatric Nurse, Paediatric
nurse at diploma level

Czech Republic

diploma2400220018036Bachelor of Paediatric
Nursing (Laurea in 
Infermieristica Pediatrica)

Italy

diploma2855184154Nursing integrated 
programme in General and 
Children's Nursing

Ireland 

cerificate2300230018036Child Branch BSc (Hons) of 
MSc

United Kingdom

General nursing and
specialisation in Paediatric 
nursing

Germany

Direct 
entry



• Croatia
• Denmark
• Estonia
• Letvia
• Slovenia

• Germany: yes and no

In your country, is there, at the moment, an education 
programme for paediatric nursing? N=20

Yes; 14; 74%

No; 5; 26%
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Diploma4504506012Bachelor in paediatrics and
neonatology

Belgium

diploma2000Min 830?24Nursing care in paediatricsCzech Republic

CertificateN A* 18Specialty program in Paediatric 
Nursing

Greece

The right to apply for 
internship to train as a clinical 
specialist in Childrens nursing

3500275012024Master of Science in children's 
Nursing

Iceland

60children’s critical care, oncology, 
cardiac nursing, emergency nursing

Ireland 

Certificate6009006012Master (first level) in paediatric
nursing/ Master (first level) in 
Neonatal and Paediatric Nursing

Italy

diploma1000100018036Bachelor of nursing sciences
specialisation of paediatric nurse 

Luxembourg

POST
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Diploma120020515VKV it's the Dutch name for the post 
graduate training in Paediatrics

The Netherlands

diploma50%50%90
120

18
24

Paediatric nursing
Master degree in paediatric nursing

Norway

diploma120012009018Master in Child and Paediatric Health 
Nursing (Mestrado em Enfermagem de 
Saúde Infantil e Pediátrica) 

Portugal

Master degree4012006010Specialist nurse on health and medical 
care for children and adolescents

Sweden

Master degree
PHD degree

112
112

120
300

24
48

Child Health Nursing at master level
Child Health Nursing at phd level

Turkey 

Certificate
certificate

6133
233

6133
2300

240
120

48
36

Master of Sience in Nursing
BA (Hons)

United Kingdom

POST





How do you teach the practical paediatric techniques and skills 
in your country? n=20

OTHER 

EXTENDED REALITY (VR, AR, 360 °,. . .)

SIMULATION WITH REAL PERSONS  IN A CLASSROOM

SKILLSLABS WITH MANIKINS AND DOLLS

PRACTICAL PLACEMENT (INTERNSHIP, ON THE JOB, . . . )

THEORETICAL APPROACH

3

4

9

17

20

20



• Ierland: Problem based Scenarios, competency clinical 
documents

• United Kingdom: All apply including discussions of simulated 
practice with clinical supervisors during clinical placements. 
Safe medicate- to ensure proficiency with medication 
knowledge and administration. Clinical Skills online.

Other



In your country, is it allowerd (by law) to work as a 
general nurse on the following wards? N=20





Discussion







• Adequate prepared? 
• Context: mainly hospital care
• Variation in content
• No European standard
• Little focus on children in curricula

Discussion (Clancy et al, 2021)





Key Points (Edge et al, 2024)

• Consistent concerns about the NMC’s (2018)
• Disparity of children’s nursing curricula across the UK.
• Right skills and knowledge.
• Centre of decision-making.





Conclusion (Decock et al, 2022)

• Lack of recognition
• Differences in education
• No common training framework









Additional from the group of 11-14 year oldBarriers for all age groups

Mental health thresholds and not being able to get 
help

Not seeing friends if in Healthcare settingsFeeling embarrassed

Being a burden, both to services which they saw as 
overstretched and to parents who would worry

Not have internet to make an appointment
or be able to attend online

Feeling scared

Worries about how medicines or treatment could 
affect fertility

Worried about being told off or blamedWorries about pain

Sensory barriers such as bright lights, loud noises 
and sounds that are overwhelming

Health services interrupting normal lief and
children missing out on opportunities

Worries about not being taken 
seriously or believed

Physical access barriers for children and
young people with disabilities

Worries about health services costing 
money or being too expensive

Health services are too far away from
hom

Young people want to be in a familiar environment 
and to be in bed when they are unwell, rather than 
be in medical settings

Children and young people not having 
enough knowledge or information about 
health services

Having to see a new doctor for the 
first time and not knowing if you can 
trust them

Parent is unable to support their child to 
access services e.g. because they are too 
busy 

Long waiting times or delays to access 
services / Inaccessible appointment 
times  

Children not feeling able to admit they are 
unwell 

Don’t like needles and injections

Not understanding what heathcare staff sayGender of doctor

Concerns about information remaining
private and confidential

Concerns about mistakes and side 
effects





• Language
• Transition
• Authority

Limitations



Nursing education in Belgium

5Level 5

Level 6

Level 7

Level 8

Vocational
education in 

nursing – 3 year

Bridge 
programme

150 ECTS 

Bachelor 
programme in 

nursing – 240 ECTS

Postgraduate courses 20 – 60 ECTS

Ac. Bridge 45 – 60 ECTS 

Master in Science of Nursing - 60 ECTS

PHD



Paediatric nursing modules in Thomas More 
• Year 2: 5 ECTS – Preventive and curative care for mother and child
• Year 3: 3 ECTS – Paediatric nursing

• In year 2 or 3 a practical placement of 4 weeks (152 h) in a pediatric ward

• Year 4: 8 ECTS (elective) – Paediatrics and neonatology
• In year 4  - 2 practical placements of 12 weeks (456 h) in ward of your choice

(paediatric of neonatal ward)



Specialized nurse in pediatric and neonatal health care

Neonatology
20 ECTS

Chronic & 
intensive care

20 ECTS

Psychosocial
aspects & 

mental health
20 ECTS

certificate certificate certificate

Postgraduate programme in Thomas More 



Extended Reality learning
framework for pediatric nursing

students





• Extended reality interventions 
used in education programs

• Nursing students OR paediatric
nursing students OR nurses OR 
paediatric nurses

• Training OR didactics
• Nursing educators
• From 2014 till now



• Sufficient context in paediatric nursing 
• Competency framework for paediatric nursing education 
• European criteria for specialise nursing education 

Take home message 
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